American Society of Botanical Artists
Artist and Education Grant
2016 Application Guidelines
The purpose of the ASBA Artist and Education Grant program is to help promote the goals
of the organization as described in its mission and vision statements:

Mission Statement

To provide a thriving, interactive community dedicated to perpetuating the tradition and contemporary practice of
botanical art.
Vision Statement

Botanical art will be considered a significant, relevant, and respected contributor to 21st century art, recognized for
its unique power to educate, promote ecological awareness and enrich our lives.
The ASBA may offer up to two grants within a year:
$3,000 Julius I. Brown Grant
$3,000 Anne Ophelia Dowden Grant
The available pool of monies and number of grants may vary from year to year, which will be determined by the ASBA
Board of Directors. Applications should be submitted via the ASBA website. They will examine the proposals and choose
the recipients. The grant funds will be distributed in two portions. One $1500 payment upon being awarded the grant and
the final $1500 payment after a mid-project and budget review.
The recipients of the Brown or Dowden grants will be required to present a final report in the form of a brief presentation at
the ASBA Annual Conference. All recipients must submit a final report in digital form to the Artist and Education Grant
Committee that may be posted on the website. A stipend to help with travel to attend the Annual Meeting is available to
each recipient.
All applicants must be ASBA members for two full years by the August 1 deadline. Groups may apply but the
majority of the group including the leader must be a current ASBA member. Or, the applicant may apply with a non-ASBA
partner, such as a botanist or director of a conservancy. Previous grant recipients must wait two years to reapply, e.g. if
you receive funding in October of 2015, you may not apply again until August of 2017.
The ASBA Artist and Education Grant recommends including the following goals in addition to the purposes of the ASBA.
 The observation and scientifically accurate portrayal of plants.
 A focus on specific techniques for portraying plants, botanical art history or appreciation.
 Educational materials developed in conjunction with the activity to be accessible to the public for the benefit and
promotion of botanical art.
 The personal development of an artist through education and/or improved skills that include aspects to be
shared with others.
 Artistic proficiency must be appropriate to the program. If you, as the grant recipient, will be exhibiting or
publishing your work as part of your project, quality of your artwork will be considered.
A specific budget for the proposal or project must be presented. Please indicate how the grant funds will be used within
the amount of the grant ($3000). Will there be income other than ASBA Grant? We encourage in-kind donations to help
support your project (such as something provided to you that you would normally have to purchase – printing, copying,

mailing costs, use of equipment, space, travel costs are all items that can often be provided to you by another source).
Funds can only be used for items specific to the project. ASBA does not fund salaries. A budget form is attached.
If appropriate, you may choose to present the ASBA Power Point presentation “Botanical Art: A Continuing Tradition” in
conjunction with the activity. The rental fee will be waived. A request to use the program should be included in the
application.
Successful applicants must submit to the chair of the Artist and Education Grant Committee a written report (including a
budgetary accounting) describing and evaluating the activity. ASBA reserves the right to publish on its website this written
summary of the grant recipients' project so that others may use the educational materials. If an exhibition of participant
work or a review in the media appears after the conclusion of the activity, this information should be included in the report
or forwarded to the chair of the Artist and Education Grant Committee as soon as possible.
Acknowledgements of ASBA’s sponsorship must appear on any press release and/or any publication that are of results of
your grant, whether in print or electronic form, in this format: This project is made possible in part by funding from the
American Society of Botanical Artists.
Please note: Should the program or activity not take place due to unforeseen circumstances, applicants will be required
to inform the chair of the Artist and Education Grant Committee as soon as possible. Subsequently, it will be
determined if rescheduling is feasible, or if not, what portion of the money awarded needs to be returned to the
ASBA. Final written narrative and financial reports must be submitted to complete the grant requirements as well as a
presentation in the case of Dowden or Brown Grants.
Applicants must ensure that materials and/or procedures used in educational activities are handled and /or followed
properly and meet applicable health and safety standards. When sponsoring field trips or working with hazardous
materials, it is advisable that applicants design, obtain and retain for their files liability release forms signed by each
participant, or when appropriate, a parent or legal guardian. When working with minors, a consent form covering medical,
general and approval of use of the child’s photos or name in print or on a website (signed by participants’ parents or legal
guardians) should also be secured.
Please complete and submit the application by August 1. Successful grantees will be notified at or following the
current year’s Annual Meeting & Conference, with funds released at that time. The grant project must be completed by
the next Annual Meeting & Conference.
Myra Sourkes
Phone: 416-531-7489
Email: msourkes@gmail.com

